
Congratulations again to all our April 9th graduates.  The graduations seem to get better and better.  
Mike Buckley worked so hard filming this entire event (Now on the web site).  The staff was beaming 
with pride for all our students and how they are walking miracles. We laughed, cried and stood in shock 
watching a clip of Dr. Mahmoud Rashid on the Oprah show. When speaking to the graduates, he spoke 
with words of encouragement and hope and shared with honesty and sincerity his fight from homeless-
ness to getting his Doctorate. In all there were five wonderful speakers who shared their story and how 
far they have come and where they are going.  One such speaker was Assemblyman Felix Ortiz who 
talked about community, our graduates and how CASAC-Tôs make his job easier.  We are so grateful he 
came to inspire and give us HOPE. Thanks Felix.  Valerie and Deborah presented LESC an award for 
bringing many of our graduates from internship to employment.  Two of our funders-Katie from Robin 
hood and Mark &  Namrata from Taproot were blown away! As well, Mr. Kevin McMullen from VESID 
joined us to see the success from his borough.  It is so inspiring for graduates to know VESID cares and 
want them succeed.  And although there were several family members in the audience, we believe that 
if more family members attended, they would understand the recovery process better.    
Our next TRTC graduation is on October 15th, 2010.  We thank our wonderful staff for all the hard work 
and true dedication (beyond a paycheck). For the first time, Donna DePola allowed the staff to do their 
jobs and it went smoothly. What a struggle that was for her. Ha! We hope all of the graduates will soon 

be working and joining a field 
that promises nothing, but 
delivers everything.   
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